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MIAMI — They’re expecting 19,600
fans to come see the Miami Heat try
to save their season, the overwhelm-
ing majority of them sure to be
dressed in black at the team’s urging.

And those ticketholders will be
booing someone.

• Maybe Kevin Garnett, back for
Boston after a one-game suspension
for elbowing Quentin Richardson.

• Maybe Rajon
Rondo, who said
the Celtics are
planning to win
twice in Miami and
finish off a first-round sweep.

• Maybe the Heat themselves, who
are down 0-2 in their best-of-seven
series after wasting two opportunities
in Boston.

Answers shall be forthcoming
tonight when Miami hosts Boston in
Game 3, the Celtics looking to move
one win away from the second round
of the Eastern Conference playoffs
and the Heat aiming for just one
glimmer of hope that could quickly
turn this series back their way.

“It’s our turn to come out with a
game,” Heat coach Erik Spoelstra
said as practice was ending on
Thursday. “It starts with just one win.
Let’s get this win tomorrow night,
whatever it takes, and then we move
on from there. We can’t play both
games tomorrow night. So let’s take
care of Game 3.”

No one need remind Miami of how
vital Game 3 is, since no team has
ever rallied from an 0-3 deficit in NBA
playoff history.

At the same time, no one was mak-
ing any decrees or guarantees at
practice Thursday, where somehow —
after a 34-10 run in the second half
helped give Boston a comeback victo-
ry in Game 1, and a wild 44-8 burst
turned Game 2 into a Celtics rout —
the Heat mood remained upbeat.

“You’ve got to keep in perspective
that a series doesn’t start until a
team wins on the other team’s court,
so we’ve got to come home and take

“It wasn’t pretty.”
That’s how David Mackasey described his first

encounter with a real boat.
To be a bit more specific, he recounted his initial

attempt at climbing into a racing shell — without
putting his entire team at risk.

“I was like a bull in a china shop,” quipped
Mackasey, who, at 6-5 and 210 pounds, qualified for
an all-hands-on-deck greeting from his leery ship-
mates. “Fortunately, though, the seven other guys in
the boat had some sort of experience in crew, so
they helped me get in and get settled.’

“There are places in a racing shell that you just
can’t step,” explained Ben Hamilton, the Deerfield
Academy boys’ crew coach. “In an attempt to keep
these boats as light as possible, their hulls are about
a half-centimeter thick. So, if someone as big as
David steps in the wrong place, they’d put their foot
right through the bottom of the boat.

“And from what I’ve heard,” added Hamilton,
“that’s what nearly happened.”

Learning to step in all the right places wasn’t the
only unfamiliar scenario that accompanied the
rookie sailor. Competing in such tight quarters was
equally foreign to this Canadian export from
Beaconsfield, Quebec. At the time of his maiden
cruise, Mackasey had recently completed his junior
season with the Big Green hockey team, where, as a
strapping defenseman, he had plenty of room to
roam.

“I grew up in a typical Canadian family … I
began skating on ponds when I was 3 years old,”
said Mackasey.

But don’t let him fool you. His was no typical
Canadian family, at least when it came to hockey.
Mackasey’s father, Blair, played in the National
Hockey League with the Toronto Maple Leafs and is
now the director of scouting for the NHL’s
Minnesota Wild. 

But that wasn’t the only pair of hand-me-down
skates the younger Mackasey had coming his way.
David’s older brother, B.J., covered those same
ponds and rinks a few years prior. In fact, he would
attend Deerfield (’03) and play hockey for the Big
Green before heading off to a collegiate career at
Princeton. 

“I can remember coming here to Deerfield to
watch some of his games,” said David, “and ever
since then, I always wanted to come here and play
hockey, too.”

When it came to athletics, the younger Mackasey
“always felt the need to do other things. I never
believed in concentrating on just one sport.

“And although I spent my winters playing hockey
and my summers playing baseball up in Canada, I
still found time to play some soccer and lacrosse.
Heck, for a while there, I even spent some time box-
ing.”

And so, back in February 2009, Mackasey got up
on a Sunday morning, walked over to the athletic
building and participated in Hamilton’s “St.
Valentine’s Day Ergometer Festival.”

“An erg is basically a rowing machine,”
explained Hamilton. “You pull on it like you pull on
an oar through water, and the resistance can tell
you how strong a rower you are and how fast it takes
you to reach a certain distance. In other words, it
tells you how much horsepower you have.”

Hamilton, who described the Erg Fest as a fun
event, must have popped a smile from ear to ear
when he saw what Mackasey was doing with his erg.

“It was starting to contort,” said Hamilton. “And
I knew right then and there he had the capacity to
move a lot of boat for me. 

“After the Erg Fest, I e-mailed David and told
him ‘you have what it takes to be an outstanding
rower,’” said Hamilton. “Then I set about trying to
convince him to accompany us on our preseason
trip to Florida during spring break.”

Hamilton felt confident enough in what he had
seen at the Erg Fest that he also began e-mailing
some of his peers on the collegiate level.

“All you have to do is let them know that you
have a diamond in the rough and that nobody has
seen him yet and they’ll come running,” said
Hamilton.

And sure enough, by the time he had paddled his
way to the midway mark of the season, the mail
boats were hot on his heels. And among the sacks of
mail they dropped off were letters sent from the
boathouses of Harvard, Yale and Princeton.

“The more I rowed the more I enjoyed it,” con-
fessed Mackasey. “And once some of the colleges
began inquiring about me, I began enjoying the
sport even more.

“I came to Deerfield three years ago as a hockey
player who wanted to play Division I hockey …
hopefully at Princeton, where my brother had
played.

“But as time went on, I began to see that my
chances might be better at competing on the
Division I level if I went with crew … and that’s
what I decided to do.

“I looked into the Division III option … at
Middlebury and Bowdoin … where I could have par-
ticipated in both hockey and crew,” added
MacKasey. “But crew on the Division III level is
largely considered a club sport and I really didn’t
want to go in that direction.”

And informing dad of his switch from frozen
water to running water wasn’t as bad as you might
think.

“He’s always been very supportive of all his kids
(two boys and two girls) in all we do,” said
Mackasey. “He said ‘if you enjoy it, then go for it.’

“Plus,” added Mackasey, “I think the idea that I
could get a Princeton education didn’t hurt either.”

In a span of just 10 weeks last spring, Mackasey
went from a novice in the Big Green’s No. 4 boat to
one of engines of the No. 1 boat. And he played a big
part in Deerfield’s second-place finish at the New
England Championships. 

“David’s everything a coach loves to see in an
athlete,” said Hamilton. “He’s very talented and
very coachable. He has a tremendous work ethic
and he’s willing to work hard enough and long
enough to find success.”

So, who cares if it wasn’t pretty.

Bob York is a Recorder wire editor. His e-mail address is
byork@recorder.com.
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Shut out
Red Sox come up empty in
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Mohawk third baseman Scott Mitchell waits to put the tag on Kyle Cellana Thursday in Buckland, where the visiting Senators
handed the host Warriors a 7-3 Hampshire League baseball loss.

Mahar turns back Mohawk
Recorder Staff

Mahar Regional School used an impres-
sive offensive display to take over sole pos-
session of first place in the Hampshire
League.

The Senators pounded out 12 hits, includ-
ing one from every player in the starting line-
up, en route to a 7-3 Hampshire League base-
ball victory over Mohawk Trail Regional High
School Thursday in Buckland.

“They really hit the ball,” offered Warriors
head coach Greg Lilly. “Everyone can hit, so
there’s no easy outs. … Our outfielders strug-
gled, and the ball was really carrying.”

Mahar (5-1 overall, 4-1 HL) strung togeth-
er six consecutive hits in the third inning to
break a 1-1 tie and pull ahead, 4-1.

Blayne Calcari and Kyle Cellana each
roped doubles to break the tie. Then, after
Cellana was out trying to advance to third,
Tyler Woodard and Matt Bardsley both sin-
gled to set up Mike Pierson, who followed

with a two-run double.
The Senators also received a solid relief

performance from Pierson, who replaced
Cellana and hurled 2 2-3 innings of two-hit
ball. Cellana was credited with the win.

Calcari and Lincoln Gagnon both slapped
a single and double. Woodard had two singles
for the winners.

Cody Underwood, Chris Melnick and los-
ing hurler Ben Popowich all singled and dou-
bled for the Warriors.Jake Looman clubbed a
double.

Popowich fanned six and did not walk a
batter in seven innings.

Both teams have independent games next
on the schedule. Mohawk (3-3, 2-2 HL) travels
to Forest Park in Springfield today at 4 to face
Springfield Science & Technology, while
Mahar hosts Palmer High School on Monday.

Frontier 13, Athol 6 — Frontier Regional

School erupted for nine runs in the seventh
inning to snap a 4-4 tie and went on to post a
13-6 HL baseball win over Athol High School
on Thursday at O’Brien Field in Athol.

The Red Raiders had just tied the score in
the bottom of the sixth on Devin Belden’s two-
run double.

However, the Red Hawks (1-6 1-3 HL)
retook the lead on Rylan Baronas’ two-run
double. Then Keith Spencer followed two-run
double and Dylan Farrick came through with
a two-run single to blow the game open.

Baronas (four RBIs), Peter Watroba (dou-
ble) and Brad Bean (two RBIs) all had two
hits for the winners.

Dakota Melanson collected three hits and
an RBI for the Red Raiders. Belden finished
with two hits.

Dan White went six-plus innings to earn
the win. Evan Webster was tagged with the
loss.

School Baseball

AP photo
Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask dives to make the save of the series against the Buffalo
Sabres during the third period of the B’s 3-2, double-overtime, Game 4 win Wednesday
night at TD Garden in Boston. The series resumes tonight in Buffalo with Boston hold-
ing a commanding 3-1 lead.

Sabres down, not out
By JOHN KEKIS
Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Coach Lindy Ruff spoke
softly on the day after one of the most difficult
losses in Buffalo Sabres history. He was ruffled
still, maybe, but optimistic nonetheless.

“The game was right there. We have to fin-
ish,” Ruff said Thursday while the Sabres
practiced at HSBC Arena. “Our key players are
going to have to make a difference, and they
haven’t yet. We know with our goaltender we
can crawl back.”

The Sabres suffered a crushing defeat
Wednesday night in Boston, losing 3-2 in double
overtime to the Bruins on a power-play goal by
former Sabres star Miroslav Satan to fall
behind 3-1 in the seven-game series. What
made the loss so tough was that Boston got the
decisive power play in the second extra period
when the Sabres were caught with too many
men on the ice.

Buffalo enters Game 5 at home tonight on
the brink of elimination despite having trailed
for less than 20 minutes in the first four games.
The Sabres were 31-6-4 in the regular season
when scoring first and are 1-3 in this series,

and they were 30-0-0 when entering the third
period with a lead during the season and are 1-
2 against Boston after squandering a 2-0 lead
in their latest setback.

“It’s a little bit frustrating. In two of the
four games we’ve been up by two goals,”
Sabres captain Craig Rivet said. “We’ve been a
real, real solid team all season long playing
with the lead, playing with confidence. We’ve
hit a bit of adversity right now, something
we’re going to try to battle through.

“We just feel that if we continue to play like
we did last game we’re going to give ourselves
a chance to win the next game. We’re dealing
with it. We can’t turn back time and hope for
something different. We have to go out and
change it, and it’s going to start with the next
game.”

Injured left wing Thomas Vanek, the
Sabres’ leading scorer, skated for about 45 min-
utes on Thursday and said his left foot was
feeling better. Still, Vanek was favoring the leg
when he walked into the locker room after the
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